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The Chapel
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Chapel is the jewel of one of the main axis of the Georgian garden design.  It is exactly one mile from the altar to the base of the Column.  The Avenue itself is an engineering masterpiece as it was made by hand (pick and shovel) along a steep river valley side.  It would have been viewed in awe in Georgian times.
[image: http://www.simpsonandbrown.co.uk/files/content/330_rotator2.jpg][image: http://www.geordielife.com/images/Chapel%20Crypt.jpg]The Chapel has been described as the best Palladian building in the whole country with its impressive structure, ornate decorations and an unusual three-tier pulpit.  It was built by George Bowes as a mausoleum although as it wasn’t finished when George died in 1760. Whickham’s St Mary’s Church was used to inter George Bowes body.  George Bowes body was later reinterned at Gibside Chapel and is still in its resting place deep in the crypt under the Chapel alongside other family members.  
The Chapel was the best looked after building as the estate fell apart; it was the trigger for National Trust involvement at Gibside.
How is the Chapel used today?
The Chapel is consecrated and so has a member of the clergy attached to administer church services. Father Barry Abbot, who is the Vicar at St Mary’s in Whickham, has a second job title and that’s Honorary Chaplain to the Gibside Estate.  Whickham was the nearest parish to Gibside and the original front gates to Gibside are still in Whickham. They form the entrance to the golf course which has been built on Gibside’s boundary, although it was once part of the estate but was again, sold-off when the estate was broken up.
[image: http://www.philipryott.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Lyn-Jon-128.jpg]The Chapel still has a small congregation who attend an Anglican monthly service.  Weddings are still held in the Chapel (coordinated and booked through the Church not the National Trust). Although the National Trust own and maintain the Chapel, the Church of England holds the highest level of designation to ensure that the building is looked after and used in accordance with Church policies and practices, this designation is called a ‘faculty’.[image: Image result for Gibside Chapel]
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