[image: ]Gibside Community Farm Induction – Gibside Overview

Gibside - why do the National Trust take care of it?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Gibside is a rare surviving example of an 18th Century (1700’s) or Georgian period landscape garden. It’s rare because garden design changed with fashions especially when owners were rich and could afford to do so.  The Bowes-Lyons family (later the Strathmore’s) owned other estates and chose to move to Glamis Castle in Scotland, and they left Gibside as they had no further use for it, abandoning the garden. Land and buildings were either leased or sold off as the family pulled out of Gibside and the garden entered a long period of decline (around 100 years). Lots of the formal design of the garden; of the ponds, ornamental plantings and buildings were either minimally maintained or lost to nature entirely.
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This is an example of a garden design and how fashions changed in the 1700’s.  Both images are of Longleat in Wiltshire.  Image 1 is before the redesign in 1730 and image 2 is a modern photo of the outcome of the redesign, much of the formal lines have been lost to more naturalistic planting.  Image 2 was the fashion that the Gibside garden design followed.  Fashion in gardens continued to change although due to abandonment Gibside was locked in the 1700s which is now why the National Trust is saving it.




When did the National Trust start to take care of it? 
Gibside was acquired by the Trust in pieces, which is very unusual; usually it’s the whole estate.  The Trust was invited in the early 1960’s to advise on repairs to the Chapel which was starting to deteriorate.  Ownership of the Chapel (and Avenue) was passed to the National Trust in 1965 from the Strathmore Family and our long term involvement in saving the garden began.
In 1993, The Trust bought other parts of the estate – Park Fields, woodlands (Snipes Dene & West Wood), the Hall, Orangery & Walled Garden. Cut Thorn Farm was bought in 1996, along with the Stables (restoration started in 2001, opening in 2005).  In 2011, we bought more adjoining farmland saving it from being excavated for open cast coal mining.
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The Giant Gibside Jigsaw Puzzle still being pieced back together!
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Gibside’s story
There are many parts of the Gibside story but the part we focus on has three key characters:
George Bowes – the owner of the estate who showed off his wealth by commissioning the garden design for Gibside.  He loved Gibside and he loved his daughter.
Mary Eleanor Bowes – the daughter of George, who was very well educated especially for that time period.  She developed a love of plants (the Orangery was built for her) and she commissioned plant hunters to travel abroad to find new and unusual plants to bring back to this country.  When her father died, she inherited his vast fortune, becoming the richest heiress in Europe.  Many men sort her company and she developed a little bit of a reputation.  She was tricked into marriage by ‘Stoney’ Bowes, who then held her captive in her own home, keeping her from her precious plants and garden.  She eventually escaped and divorced him, but had lost her love of Gibside after her bad experiences so didn’t return to live here.
Andrew Robinson ‘Stoney’ Bowes – was a rogue and a gambler.  He tricked Mary Eleanor into marrying him after fighting a pretend duel, apparently defending her honor.  Pretending to be close to death after the fight, Mary Eleanor agreed to marry him, however he quickly recovered but it was too late.  He then kept Mary Eleanor captive, gambled and sold off her inheritance and resources at Gibside.  After the divorce he was sent to prison for all he had done.
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