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What was the Walled Garden used for?
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: http://www.feltonparkgreenhouse.org/phpmedia/slideshows/cropped/3_9f9d3af6611adf1227d2f767e14f9a84.jpg]Gibside has a large Walled Garden, covering about 3.6 acres.   Most large estates had walled gardens that provided a dedicated space to grow food for the resident family and their servants.  The high walls are used to protect fruit and vegetables from the weather, forming a mini micro-climate that extends the growing season.  The walls also provide a structure for food to be grown on – we have trained fruit trees on the inside of Gibside’s walls.  There used to be a series of glass houses in the Walled Garden, some were quite basic for plant propagation and others were more ornate.  In the corner of the garden, lie the remains of the Vinery (which was a long, curved building) and Orchid House (which had a low glass roof to keep the heat in, this was home to some of the rarer plant specimens).
An example of the type of glass house that would have stood in the Walled garden
The glass house at Felton Park, Northumberland is thought to be very similar in design to the ‘curvilinear’ glass house that once stood in the corner of the walled garden at Gibside.




Where did the rare plants come from? 
The family at Gibside hired only the second ever European plant hunter (James Patterson) to travel to South Africa to collect specimens that had never been seen before in England.   This is the reason why a Plant Theatre was designed into the wall of the Walled Garden.  They were classed as exotic plants that only the very rich could afford.  One of the stories of Patterson’s expeditions involved him shooting and killing a giraffe.  Little was known about giraffes in Europe at the time, some thought a four-legged animal with a very long neck was a myth and they were referred to a ‘camel leopards’. The first giraffe he shot was eaten by lions as the plant hunters camped, so Patterson shot another and brought its skin and bones back to England to exhibit in one of the family’s London homes.
The bricks and where did they come from?
The bricks for the walls were made on site at Gibside. The clay for the bricks also came from the field next to the Column ‘Brick Kiln Field’ where there is a layer of fire-clay that formed on top of the seams of coal.  The kilns were where clay was shaped into bricks and fired at a very high temperature.  Records show that the bricks for the Walled Garden cost 6/6 per 1,000 bricks and were made by the Merry company, hence the Merry Room in Garden Cottage.

Has it been used for other things?
The Walled Garden, like every other building at Gibside, went into decline for a long period.  Before the National Trust took ownership, it was used for rearing pheasants in large pens for the popular local shoot. In 1993, the Trust bought the shooting rights and started to take care of the Walled Garden. However, visitor numbers started to increase though the 1990’s and the Walled Garden began to be used as an overflow car park.  In 2000, some of the garden was planted and became a community allotment scheme.  The Trust stopped using the Garden as a car park in 2014 and more planting and allotment beds were created including the beds used by Gibside Community Farm.

What’s the future of the Walled Garden?
The Trust doesn’t have a detailed design plan of what the Walled Garden used to look like so restoring the garden as it was isn’t an option. However, the Gibside team are developing plans to create a new garden for the future, growing a visitor experience at Gibside.  We have commissioned leading contemporary garden designer, Diarmuid Gavin who has developed a concept design.  The new garden will be called the Liberty Garden and the design has been inspired by the story of Mary Eleanor.
The Liberty Project is underway now and will run into 2023.  Its not just a new garden; Gibside needs new commercial buildings and new facilities for both the Garden Team and Ranger Team.  A new Visitor Reception and retail building is also included within the scope of the project.
The Liberty Project will include major changes at Gibside and lots of thought and preparation has been built into a detailed communications plan.  External agencies have been contracted to conduct market testing and local community consultation.  The project team will continue to run drop in sessions for project updates and a regular article is included in Gibside Gleaming’s the monthly property newsletter.
The new Walled Garden is the centre piece for developing the 18th Century, Registered Park & Garden to be relevant for the 21st Century.  Successful delivery of the Liberty Project will secure Gibside’s future by becoming financially self-sustaining and with the added ability to capture people’s interest in the historic garden to inform future generations.
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