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[bookmark: _GoBack]How did we farm in the 1700’s?
Cut Thorn Farm is the ‘home farm’ for the Gibside Estate.  Large estates needed a home farm as they had many mouths to feed and they also derived income from their agricultural activities by selling on surplus crops, dairy products and meat for profit.  Farming in England was very different in 1700’s to what it is now. Most historic farms were classed as ‘mixed farms’ so they grew crops and reared animals referred to as livestock, so the ‘mix’ was arable and animal.  
Most modern farms today work under a commercial contract with food retailers (mainly the large supermarkets). They manage their land for intensive food production often using fertilisers to enrich the soils to ensure that the land is the most productive that it can be.  That wasn’t the case historically and the use of fertilisers for intensive farming is not what we do, even now at Gibside.   
Farmland – part of the Garden Design
The farm has always been extremely important to Gibside as the rearing of animals actually informed some of the garden design. In fact, a large part of the most important area of the garden was designed with the farm in mind.  Historically, the Avenue didn’t have any trees; it was originally called The Long Walk. The Hall was built at an angle, so it looked out across the Long Walk, over Park Fields.  Animals graze in the Park Fields within full view of the Hall, the Avenue and the Chapel and within very close proximity still today.
Gibside has a significant amount Ha-Ha Walls. These garden features are designed to keep livestock in a field but not to spoil the view by putting up a fence.  We have historic Ha-Ha Walls along the full length of the Avenue, along the full length of the top of the Park Fields and behind the Banqueting House.
[image: http://gibsideyurts.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Alistair450.jpg]The garden designer who designed Gibside for George Bowes was called Stephen Switzer and he is credited with bringing the term ‘ferme ornee’ into the English landscape garden movement, this French term translates to ‘ornate farming’. 
Farming at Gibside today
[image: http://gibsideyurts.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/lambs450.jpg]Gibside is currently a 700 acre estate and 350 of these acres are farmland, half of the estate dedicated to agriculture which is the key reason why our farm is so important to our operation.   The farm is still a mixed farm but because of changes in farming the only thing grown by our tenant farmer are crops to feed the animals.  Gibside’s farm, Cut Thorn, has become a ‘stock farm’ producing beef and lamb from the livestock.
How do we manage our farm?
Cut Thorn farm is managed by a tenant farmer.  Many National Trust estates have tenanted farms where the National Trust owns the land and buildings and rent them to a farm tenant.  Farm tenancies are often passed down through generations and our current farm tenant succeeded his father and his grandfather as farmers at Gibside, so our farming family, the Gibson’s, have been at Gibside a lot longer than what the National Trust has.  Alastair Gibson, our current tenant farmer, has a very detailed knowledge of how the land works and he is keen to see further partnership development with our visitor business.
Part of the reason why we need to work in partnership with our tenant farmer is that these types of small farms are being pushed out of business by the food industry demanding lower prices for farm produce which results in more intensive farming practices like heavy use of fertilisers. We don’t allow that here, we work with Alastair to diversify and secure other sources of income, like the camping offer at Westwood Yurts.  [image: http://gibsideyurts.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/footer-logo.png]
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