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How many walking routes do we have at Gibside?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Visitors are free to explore Gibside and follow a route of their choice. To help them find their way around and learn a little more about the place, there are six set walking routes or trails offered to visitors, only four of them are waymarked (see Visitor Welcome leaflet).  We are promoting all the walking routes as walk/run routes so a visitor can decide how far they want or are able to walk or run. Visitors should be made aware that as Gibside is on the side of a hill, there are slopes of varying steepness all around the site.
Easy Routes
There are two easy routes and these are not waymarked.  We can recommend these to visitors who do not want to or cannot walk very far or may be using a wheelchair or have a young family or pushchairs.  Both routes are accessible and follow a flat route.
Avenue Amble
This route is a simple as it says – along the Avenue.  To make it accessible, we would advise visitors to cross Market Place and walk behind the Chapel to follow the sloping path that leads you round onto the Avenue via the Park Fields side of the Chapel.  A visitor can go as far along the Avenue as they would like.  It’s half a mile in length so the maximum would be 1 mile to walk to the end and back.  Remember to advise visitors that it is a grassy route which some may not find suitable.  Why might visitors like it? The Avenue or Long Walk is a key part of the historic garden design and actually is an engineering master piece when you think it’s a stretch of land levelled on the side of a hill! There are also benches along its length for visitors to sit on and plenty grass for children to run and play.
Garden Stroll
Another simple route to follow – from Market Place, through the Walled Garden and along the shrubbery to the Orangery.  A visitor has options at this point, they could retrace their steps or head into Orangery Field through the gated fence and follow the field edge to the Avenue and back to Market Place.  Again, it’s not a smoothly surfaced route, but it does follow a flat or level route, and is less than one mile.  Why might visitors like it? The route takes you through the garden so a visitor can admire the flowers, plants and trees along the route.  There are also seats and benches to sit on should a visitor need to rest.
There are two medium and two challenging routes, all are waymarked, all starting in Market Place.

Medium Routes
Liberty Trail
[image: ]This route takes you to key historic features in the estate - through the Walled Garden, to the Orangery, through Ice House Dene, along the Avenue, past the Hall, then the Stables, Octagon Pond, into Snipes Dene to the Column and back along the Avenue to the Chapel.  It is 2.4miles in length.  Why might visitors like it? As it passes by key historic features of the estate visitors can learn a little about Gibside’s story and its grand garden design in the 18th Century.
Explorer Trail
[image: ]This route is ideal for families as it takes visitors past Gibside’s activity and play areas – through the Walled Garden, along the Avenue, up to the Stables and into West Wood (passing the Nature Playscape and the den building area), then down past the Low Ropes Course, to Strawberry Castle and back to Market Place. It is 2.2 miles in length. Why might visitors like it? As it passes Gibside’s activity and play areas, there is an incentive to get children to keep going to find the next area to play in, finishing with the biggest – Strawberry Castle.
Challenging Routes
[image: ]Valley Views Trail
This is the most challenging route at Gibside as it takes you across farm fields, over stiles and up and down steps with beautiful views across the Derwent Valley in various locations – through the Walled Garden, to the Orangery, back to the Avenue and past the Hall, up to the Stables, just into West Wood before heading up through the woods to reach the fields across the farm (route previously known as Skyline walk), back into Snipes Dene, dropping down to the riverside, back to the Avenue and along to the Chapel.  It is 4.4 miles in length.  Why might visitors like it? It takes in some wonderful views of Gibside and the Derwent Valley along its route.
Wonders of Nature Trail
[image: ]This route passes by all of Gibside’s habitats – through the Walled Garden, to the Avenue, down and along the riverside, up through Snipes Dene via the Lily Pond and Column, dropping back to the Stables, around West Wood and back to Market Place via Strawberry Castle.  It is 5.5 miles in length. Why might visitors like it? As it passes through lots of habitats there is a greater chance of seeing a wide range of wildlife.
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