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What is The Branch?
The Branch is Gibside’s creative business community – where we are home or host local creative businesses helping them to grow their business using Gibside’s garden and visitors to do so.  It is also one of several Rural Enterprise Hubs that exist in the northeast.
Parts of the Branch
There are three parts of the Branch at Gibside:
[image: K:\IMAGE LIBRARY\The Branch Gibsides Creative Community\For use by NT internal work\creative_cabins_logo.jpg][image: K:\IMAGE LIBRARY\The Branch Gibsides Creative Community\For use by NT internal work\creative_studios_logo.jpg]There are several creative businesses based in studios in and around the Stables.  Businesses should be open at least three days per week for visitors to experience or potentially buy something from.
The creative cabins were built specifically in Market Place to create a micro butchery and micro bakery.
[image: K:\IMAGE LIBRARY\The Branch Gibsides Creative Community\For use by NT internal work\creative_exchange_logo.jpg]The creative exchange is an opportunity for business to exchange goods, services or ideas at Gibside so includes Gibside Market and the meeting rooms at the Stables (the Bowes Room) and at Garden Cottage (Pippin, Switzer and Merry Room) – places where local businesses can hire a stall or arrange to do meetings or workshops. 
Why are we doing it?
Gibside is all about engaging with local communities for them to develop a relationship with Gibside, raise awareness and understanding of Gibside, it’s story and it’s conservation.  The Branch is one way that local businesses can use Gibside to grow their business while Gibside benefits from additional services or experiences which visitors can engage with.  (The Branch was originally set up as The Garden Shed – a joint venture with Gateshead Council.  It grew with additional funding to become known as the Branch in 2014).
Which businesses are based here?
The Branch initiative is currently under review.  We have one trader operating on-site in the Bothy at the Stables and we are piloting the use of Garden Cottage ground floor rooms for workshops led by local artists.  We have also formed a close working relationship with Firebrick Brewery and are looking into options for some site presence.
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