[image: ]Gibside Community Farm Induction – Gibside Hall


What was the Hall used for?
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: http://www.sunnisidelocalhistorysociety.co.uk/resources/164343/gibside.jpg]Gibside Hall was the administrative hub of the estate, it was the family home of George Bowes and it’s where he brought up his daughter Mary-Eleanor Bowes.  It was not the first building on this site as an earlier building stood here overlooking the River Derwent.
How and when did it become a ruin?
The Hall was last occupied in the early 1900’s. It then became surplus to the requirements of the family and too expensive to maintain so it became abandoned.  The roof was removed after partial collapse and some say, so the family could avoid paying certain taxes. During World War II, the British Army used the Hall as target practice – you can see the machine gun holes above the main entrance across the sundial.  They also blew parts of the building up with explosives. (The Forestry Commission had the option to demolish the Hall when they signed their lease for planting timber at Gibside in 1955. Luckily, they didn’t do it).  
What is the state of the hall now?
[image: Image result for gibside hall][image: http://gateway.ntpl.org.uk/thumbs/ntpl/3/00000000101/1071201.thw]The Hall is an unstable ruin and is currently registered on the English Heritage ‘Buildings at Risk’ Register.   The National Trust took ownership of the Hall in 1993, 33 years after the Trust started to take care of the Chapel and the Avenue.  It was already in a badly deteriorated state, damaged by rain water entering the gaps in the tops of the walls, washing out mortar and loosening the stone work. Parts of the building are still in very good shape even though it is coming up to being 300 years old.
This shows the corner of the Hall blown off with explosives by the Army.
A view of the inner courtyard of the Hall, much of the stone work in in good order.


How do we take care of the Hall now?
In 2004, the Trust completed a project to prop up some of the most dangerous parts of the wall, but further works and surveys were needed.  In 2014, surveys were carried out.  These cost the Trust £55,000 and the results and plans were handed over to the Trust in October 2014. The plans are very detailed and include full costs for consolidating the ruin and allowing public access to at least some of the building.  At the moment, it is too dangerous to allow people to enter the Hall as the risk of falling stone work is very high.

What is the future for the Hall?
The strategy is to save the Hall as an accessible ruin. Sadly, we aren’t able to rebuild it as a building with a roof that people can live in or use, it is too badly deteriorated.
How can we save it and make it accessible for people to go in?
It will cost a lot of money – over £3million! The work that is needed includes:
· Recapping the walls to keep the rain water out
· Removing the debris
· [image: http://www.sunnisidelocalhistorysociety.co.uk/resources/259348/gibsidecol.jpg]Underpin the unstable elements of the structure
The work will have to be done carefully as the ruin is now home to several species of bat.
The end result is that the Hall will look pretty much the same as it does now but it will be safe and people could wander around inside.  The Hall is now currently playing an important role as a national case study on ruin management and plans for caring for its future are in development. 
As well as being a listed building the Hall is also designated as a Scheduled Ancient Monument, so its care and preservation is incredibly important.  Public information about the Hall’s future care plans will be shared throughout 2020/2021.
image2.jpeg




image3.jpeg




image4.jpeg




image1.jpeg




image5.emf

