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What is the Wider Estate?
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: http://d3b4s6vywj2q8g.cloudfront.net/imageresizer/?image=%2Fdmsimgs%2Fwww.jasonfriend.co.uk%20-%20landscape%20-%20must%20CREDIT-web.jpg&action=ProductDetail]Gibside was designed as a ‘forest garden’ so planned carriage drives included routes through the woodland plantations with spectacular views, historically referred to as ‘vistas’ and beautiful woodland glades with all the sights and sounds of nature that they provide. These areas were created around the Inner pleasure grounds of the Avenue to the Stables and are often referred to as the wider estate.
Changes in the woods
Many of the traditional native trees that occupied the woodland at Gibside were felled by Stony Bowes; the timber sales paid off his gambling debts and funded his indulgent lifestyle. The conifer plantations that followed altered the look and feel of the Gibside woodlands and had both positive and negative impacts on the wildlife.  
How do we manage the wider estate today?
[image: Image result for Gibside red squirrel]Some of the wider estate has a legal designation that dictates how we manage the land, such as Snipes Dene which is in part a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).   The designation is mainly to do with protecting certain species such as great crested newts and grass snakes.  
[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-L-jKpXpW3VM/U6l1p1t14mI/AAAAAAAAAkM/yuYi4vtpRqo/s1600/IMGP0012.jpg]There are regular contractors as well as the Rangers who undertake tree safety checks and maintenance and the heavier landscaping tasks, and others who assist with species monitoring for bats, great crested newts and all species bird ringing.  The Ranger team also support the monitoring of our farmland as we manage the land under special conditions that support wildlife in all its forms.  
We also monitor our trees and have some very old specimens on site which are classified as ‘veteran trees’ and every tree at Gibside is subject to a Tree Preservation Order (TPO).
The River Derwent forms an important wildlife corridor and so we also manage our land in certain ways to protect wildlife here. On the river, we have otter and kingfisher and the introduction of a fish pass by the Environment Agency has assisted the growth of the salmon population.  We do not have the fishing rights for these; this was sold prior to the NT ownership. [image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-N65PzekvnTg/UaNgVOBlVLI/AAAAAAAAAH4/-YfvzXGPH0Y/s200/IMG_4443.JPG]
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How do we manage the buildings around the wider estate?
[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-hHHBUpG4QfA/UDM4Px3xmII/AAAAAAAAAFQ/fKNAkYz3fEo/s1600/SAM_2611.JPG]We have regular programmes of work for all our buildings and structures. Every 5 years they all get surveyed producing a maintenance report.  This includes the Column, so every 5 years we commission a steeplejack agency to climb it and check for any deterioration. If they find any, they photograph it to show us and we extend their contract to make the necessary repairs. Quite often it is just re-pointing joints in the stone work and Lady Liberty herself.

Managing for visitors
Some of the management we undertake are driven by our charitable purpose and to provide access to visitors. The wider estate forms three of our five important visitor management zones.  The Wilderness Zone includes Snipes Dene and the Riverside and is managed more specifically for wildlife and is less used by visitors, while West Wood is classed as the Adventure Zone and although still manged for conservation purposes, is also home to the play areas and woodland activity areas.  We then have Park Fields and the remaining farmland, making up our Farm Zone. The other zones are the Garden Zone (along the Avenue and up to the Stables) and the Core Zone (the entrance and car parks up to Market Place).
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